Absence of inferior vena cava as a rare cause of deep venous thrombosis complicated by liver and lung embolism.
Congenital anomalies of the inferior vena cava such as absence or atresia are uncommon vascular defects and result from aberrant development during embryogenesis. We report a case of a young female patient affected by proximal deep venous thrombosis (DVT) complicated by liver and pulmonary embolism; subsequent extensive evaluation revealed the congenital absence of infrarenal inferior vena cava, with emboli probably occurring through collateral veins. Accordingly, in young patients with idiopathic DVT of the lower extremities and pelvic veins, the presence of inferior vena cava abnormalities should always be considered and investigated, together with classic coagulation factors, as a factor predisposing to thromboembolic complications.